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FURTHER EDUCATION AND TRAINING (TRAINING OMBUDSMAN) AND 
ANOTHER ACT AMENDMENT BILL 

Mr KRAUSE (Beaudesert—LNP) (3.37 pm): I rise to speak against the bill. We all know that 
vocational education and training is a very important part of our economy and is very important to enable 
people to obtain the skills that they need to get into the workforce. Last year when a previous bill in 
relation to the vocational education and training sector came into the House, I was a member of the 
committee that examined that bill, which showed that, under the reforms implemented by the last 
government, in the first year of operation the number of people in training in Queensland actually 
increased significantly. The reforms were working to get more people into training and that is a great 
thing. We had a very good plan, which was driven by the industry and driven by skilling people up to 
get jobs in areas where there were job shortages.  

This bill is flawed. It seeks to achieve a purpose that is redundant because it duplicates a function 
already carried out by other agencies. In Queensland we already have an Ombudsman capable of 
dealing with complaints that arise from the public sector. More to the point, we have a federal regulator 
in relation to registered training organisations. This bill is winding back the clock to the days where 
Queensland and the Commonwealth duplicated functions. It is like having a Queensland regulator for 
general practitioners in the medical sphere when we also have a Commonwealth regulator. It is a 
complete waste of money.  

I have heard in this debate that it will cost $5 million. I assume that is $5 million per annum to run 
this organisation. That is $5 million that could be better deployed in other areas of training and other 
areas of government. That is $5 million that could be deployed to offer some TAFE courses or other 
educational training subsidies in my electorate of Beaudesert. At this point in time we do not have any 
vocational training centres established. We could benefit from having centres established to enable 
people to get skills locally.  

It is $5 million that could also be deployed to increase the subsidies for courses that are offered 
by TAFE Queensland. In that respect, I recently had a constituent who has been looking into this issue 
of subsidies and course fees for TAFE Queensland as compared to course fees for TAFE in New South 
Wales approach me. I refer in particular to two courses—a certificate III in accounts administration and 
a certificate IV in accounting.  

The information I have to hand from TAFE Queensland is that the cost for a certificate III in 
accounts administration is $3,489 compared to in New South Wales $4,920. However, in Queensland 
the subsidy paid is $1,278 per student, leaving a student fee of $2,200. In New South Wales the subsidy 
paid is $3,350, leaving a student fee of $1,570. So even though the course fee in New South Wales is 
significantly higher, they are able to pay a higher subsidy per student for the same course, resulting in 
a more affordable outcome for a student undertaking that course.  
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Five million dollars is a significant amount of money. If we put that money into more training and 
higher subsidies we would get more people into training rather than establishing a bureaucracy or 
organisation that does not need to be in existence and will be duplicating functions carried out by other 
organisations between here in Queensland and federally as well.  

When we look at the other qualification that I mentioned, the certificate IV in accounting, we find 
that TAFE Queensland’s price is $5,600 compared to the New South Wales price of around $6,100. In 
Queensland the subsidy paid is $1,600, leaving a student fee of $4,000. In New South Wales the 
subsidy paid is $3,850, leaving a student fee of $2,290. It is $1,700 cheaper in New South Wales than 
in Queensland to do the same course.  

This $5 million that is being deployed to an organisation set up under this act could be better 
used to actually get more people into training rather than set up a bureaucracy, another redundant 
organisation that is duplicating functions undertaken elsewhere. What people want us to do in this place 
is actually put money towards useful and relevant organisations and not fund organisations that have 
been established by this bill. I urge all members to reject the proposal put forward in this bill today. 

 


